
Jharkhand BJP president
Babulal Marandi on Thursday
claimed that there was a
“strong wave” in favour of
BJP and NDA candidate
Babulal Soren in the
Ghatshila byelection.
Addressing reporters at
Ghatshila, Marandi said that
BJP leaders have got in touch
with voters in each of the
booths and panchayats in the
last few weeks and also held
sammelan (meetings) in each
panchayat.
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SIR will only create confusion:
TNCC chief Selvaperunthagai

The Special Intensive Revision (SIR) drive, which was
“brought in haste”, was not needed now and it will only
cause confusion, TNCC chief K Selvaperunthagai claimed 
on Thursday.

Rahul’s hydrogen bomb a
mere firecracker: Fadnavis

Maharashtra Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis on Thursday
said Congress MP Rahul Gandhi's "hydrogen bomb" remark
over alleged vote theft has turned out to be just a "small
firecracker".

Strong wave in favour of BJP
candidate, claims Marandi

A hardcore woman Maoist
carrying a reward of `17 lakh
surrendered before police in
Chhattisgarh’s Khairagarh-
Chhuikhadan-Gandai (KCG)
district on Thursday, an
official said.
Kamla Sodi (30) had been
active in the Maaad division
of Bastar and the Madhya
Pradesh-Maharashtra-
Chhattisgarh (MMC) zone of
the outlawed CPI (Maoist),
KCG Superintendent of Police
Lakshya Sharma said.

Maoist with `17 lakh bounty
surrenders in Chhattisgarh

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
n Patna

Bihar Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar and INDIA bloc’s CM
candidate Tejashwi Yadav
were among the top leaders
who cast their votes on
Thursday in the first phase of
the high-stakes Assembly
polls, seen as a litmus test for
the ruling NDA.

A total of 27.65 per cent of
3.75 crore voters exercised
their franchise till 11 am, an
official said, adding that
Begusarai district recorded
the highest polling percent-
age at 30.37, followed by
Lakhisarai (30.32) and
Gopalganj (30.04).

Kumar, who cast his vote in
his hometown Bakhtiarpur,
posted on X, “Voting is not
only a right but also a duty of
citizens in democracy.”

Deputy CM Samrat
Choudhary, who voted in
Tarapur, said, “The work done
by Nitish Kumar should con-
tinue. A lot of effort has gone
into the transformation we

are witnessing today. Vote for
development.”

Union Minister Giriraj Singh,
who cast his vote in Lakhisarai,
defended the checking of the
identity of burqa-clad women,
stating it will prevent ‘vote
chori’ (vote theft). “This is not
religious bias... We are not
living in Pakistan. Neither will
Bihar have a Tejashwi Yadav
Government, nor will Sharia

law be implemented here,”
he said. Tejashwi Yadav,
along with his family
members, including RJD
supremo Lalu Prasad, cast his
vote at a booth in Veterinary
College in Patna. 

“I appeal to the youth to
bring a change by installing
a new government,” Tejashwi
Yadav said.

His mother and former

Bihar chief minister Rabri
Devi, too, appealed to people
“to vote and bring a change”.

She wished both her sons,
Tejashwi and Tej Pratap,
success in the elections.

Tejashwi Yadav’s sister
Rohini Acharya exuded con-
fidence that people will
defeat the “double-engine
government” this time.

“This time, people of Bihar

will choose Tejashwi, the
one who has provided
employment. All our unem-
ployed brothers will get jobs,
and those who are struggling
and wandering outside the
state will also get relief,”
Acharya said.

“All people of Bihar should
vote. Each vote is impor-
tant,” Tej Pratap, the Janshakti
Janata Dal president and

elder son of Lalu Prasad, said
after casting vote at
Veterinary College Ground
polling booth in Patna.

Tej Pratap, the incumbent
Hasanpur MLA, is contesting
from Mahua, a seat he first
won in 2015 during his elec-
toral debut on an RJD ticket.

RJD candidate from Chapra
seat, Khesari Lal Yadav, who
cast his vote in Ekma in
Saran district, said, “This is
the second innings of my life,
and with the love people
have for me, I believe things
will only get better, they
have so far. Nothing in this
world is easy; everything
takes effort. For those who
are determined, work is
never a burden... I just want
everything to be built, not
just the Ram temple, but all
that people need.”

BJP candidate from Alinagar
seat, Maithili Thakur, said, “If
I win, I will work to ensure
that projects and schemes
mentioned in our
manifesto are
accomplished.”

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
n Lakhisarai

Bihar Deputy Chief Minister
Vijay Kumar Sinha caused a
flutter on Thursday, alleging
that his convoy had been
attacked by workers of the
main opposition party, RJD,
who were trying to “intim-
idate” voters in the area.

The senior BJP leader,
who is seeking re-election
for a fourth consecutive
term, expressed dissatis-
faction with the response of
the local administration,
saying he would take up the
matter with the Election
Commission (EC).

Reacting to the alleged
incident, Chief Election
Commissioner Gyanesh
Kumar directed the state
DGP to take “immediate
action.” 

“No one will be allowed
to take the law into their
own hands. Strict action
will be taken against the
miscreants,” an official said,
quoting Kumar.

Lakhisarai SP Ajay Kumar
said polling was continuing
in the area where Sinha
alleged that his convoy was
attacked by RJD supporters.

“I have received reports of
some protests over broken
roads, but I will be able to
confirm what actually hap-
pened only after visiting
the site,” the SP said.

Talking to reporters, the
Deputy CM said, “Since
morning, RJD supporters
have been intimidating
voters belonging to
extremely backward
classes. The local SP is a
coward. He says there is

peace all around, when the
fact is that people are not
being allowed to vote”.

“You can see one of the
cars in my cavalcade, which
has been damaged by the
opposition party goons who
hurled stones, slippers and
cow dung when our men
tried to stop them. One of my
workers, Vibhishan Kevat,
was beaten up badly. He has
been admitted to a hospital,
and there has not been a
single arrest,” Sinha said.

Accusing the RJD of resort-
ing to violence, the deputy
chief minister said, “The
party has shown what it
stands for. When this is
their behaviour while out of
power, if they win the polls
even by fluke, what will
ensue will be nothing short
of the law of the jungle.” 

Expressing serious dis-
satisfaction with the
response of the local
administration, the Deputy
CM said, “The matter will
be raised before the

Election Commission. The
questionable conduct of
the official concerned with
be reviewed and action
will follow”.

RJD spokesperson Shakti
Yadav said, “He (Sinha) is a
liar. He gets Z+ Security; it’s
his party that is in power in
the state and controls the
administration. Still, you are
levelling these false allega-
tions? Locals raised ques-
tions on a broken drain,
and that is what happened.” 

Meanwhile, a similar
incident was reported
from Manjhi assembly con-
stituency of Saran district,
where the convoy of
Satyendra Yadav,  the
sitting CPI(ML) Liberation
MLA, was attacked by
unidentified persons.

According to a statement
issued by the Saran police,
occupants of the car, includ-
ing the MLA, had escaped
unhurt attack and a search
was on for “antisocial ele-
ments” in the attack. 

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Warisaliganj/Sherghati/Dehri

On the last day of her three-
day campaign for the Bihar
Assembly elections, Delhi
Chief Minister Rekha Gupta
made a strong pitch for the
NDA. She said that “the vil-
lains of corruption will now
go to jail, while the inept will
spend their time holidaying

abroad.”
She addressed

four public
meetings on
Thursday in

W a r i s a l i g a n j ,
Sherghati, Dehri, and
Karaghar. She said that

the NDA represents
“development, security, and
stability”, adding that the era
of jungle raj was over. 

“Bihar is now moving
ahead on the path of com-
prehensive progress,” she
said, expressing confidence
that the NDA would secure a
decisive victory.

The Delhi Chief Minister
said the people of Bihar are
“wise and self-aware” and
will choose a government
that delivers. She credited
the progress of the past two
decades to the leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar. “The growth
Bihar has seen in the last 15
to 20 years has been possible

only under their guidance,”
she said. Accusing the oppo-
sition of corruption, she
asked what “moral right”
such leaders had to seek
votes. “Those whose hands
are stained with scams have
looted the poor and the
farmers,” she said. Referring
to the fodder scam, she said
some leaders “even stole
from cattle” and “betrayed
the dignity of women” during
their time in power.

Continuing her attack, she
said, “This is Bihar; here,
only those who win the
people’s hearts are true
leaders. The villains of cor-
ruption will now end up in
jail.” She added that those
who mislead the public “are
neither the well-wishers of
the people nor worthy of
respect.” She also criticised
the Opposition for neglect-
ing development and public
welfare. “While the people of
Bihar fight for their rights,
these inept individuals are
busy vacationing abroad,”
she said.

The Delhi Chief Minister
said the NDA Government
has placed Bihar firmly on
the path of development
through new hospitals, air-
ports, and hundreds of train
services. “If such work had
begun earlier, Bihar would
never have fallen behind,”
she said. 

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n Motihari/Sitamarhi/Purnea

Congress leader and Leader of
Opposition Rahul Gandhi on
Thursday alleged that the BJP
was winning elections every-
where by “stealing votes”
and will also try to do it in
Bihar polls as well. Now it
becomes the responsibility of
the youth to act against it. 

“It is the responsibility of
Bihar’s youth to put a stop to
this and save the
Constitution... All of you need
to be cautious at the polling
booths,” the former Congress
president said. 

Addressing a poll rally in
Purnea, Gandhi said, “We
have shown the entire world
that the BJP and the Election

Commission of India (ECI)
have stolen the Haryana
election by “stealing votes”
and I am sure that they
would try to steal votes in
Bihar, too. 

Congress general secre-
tary Priyanka Vadra also
echoed against the NDA and
ECI alleging that the NDA was
“preparing to steal” the
Assembly polls in Bihar, “just
like they did in Haryana, 
colluding with the EC to
weaken our Constitution 
and democratic rights.” 
She was addressing back-to-
back public rallies in the
Sitamarhi and East
Champaran districts. 

“Just like they stole the
entire election in Haryana,
they are preparing to do the

same in Bihar by deleting 65
lakh votes from the rolls,” she
said. The Haryana assembly
polls last year were “stolen”,
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi alleged on
Wednesday, citing electoral
list data to claim that 25
lakh entries were fake and
the Election Commission col-
luded with the BJP to ensure
the party’s victory.

The elaborate plan includ-
ed a Brazilian model whose
photograph was used 22 times
in 10 booths in the Rai assem-
bly constituency during the
2024 assembly elections, the
former Congress president
said at a press conference
during which he put up a pre-
sentation to back his claim.

“Rahul Gandhi’s fight is

for you and
truth;  he is
fighting the same
battle that Mahatma Gandhi
once fought,” she asserted,
adding that those who are
“betraying” this country will
“not be forgotten” by the
people.

Rahul also accused the PM
and Home Minister Amit Shah
of imposing ‘jungle raj’ in the
country. Addressing another
rally in Araria, Rahul Gandhi
said, “Nitish Kumar talks
about ‘jungle raj’ in Bihar...
But, it is the PM and Amit Shah
who have imposed ‘jungle
raj’ in Delhi, in the entire
country, which is witnessing
the rule of the ED, CBI, IT,
hatred and unemployment.
This is the true jungle raj.”

Delhi CM makes strong
pitch for NDA in Bihar

BJP stealing votes, will try to do in Bihar as well, alleges Rahul 

Top leaders cast votes in phase 1 of Bihar polls

Bihar Deputy CM Sinha alleges his
convoy attacked by RJD supporters

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
n Patna

Samajwadi Party (SP) chief
Akhilesh Yadav on Thursday
launched a blistering attack
on the ruling BJP and JD(U)
during a rally in Bihar’s East
Champaran district, claiming
that the State’s youth have
made up their minds to “oust
the NDA from power and
elect a chief minister who
will give jobs, not jumla”.

Addressing a rally as part
of campaigning for the INDIA
bloc candidates in the
assembly polls, Yadav assert-
ed that the people’s mood
across the State was “against
the ruling NDA”. 

“Half of Bihar is voting
today, the other half is
waiting for its turn. All of
Bihar is sending just one
message. This time, the
youth will oust the NDA from
power and elect a chief min-
ister who will give jobs, not
jumla (rhetoric), and this
time, Bihar will write the
BJP’s defeat.”

Alleging that the BJP and
its allies had “failed to
provide employment, tame
inflation and ensure farmers’
welfare”, Yadav said people
were asking for accountabil-
ity. “In 10 years of Delhi’s
(BJP-led central) government
and 20 years of Bihar’s gov-
ernment, tell me, how many
youth got  jobs? They
promised that farmers’
income would be doubled.
Has anyone’s  income
doubled?” he asked, as the
crowd responded with a
loud “No”.

Bihar Deputy Chief Minister Vijay Kumar Sinha speaking to a
policeman, unseen in Lakhisarai, Bihar PTI

Youth will oust
NDA from
power, claims
Akhilesh Yadav

(Left) Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar and others after casting votes; (right) RJD chief Lalu Prasad Yadav, wife Rabri Devi and son and party leader
Tejashwi Yadav after casting votes in the first phase of the Bihar Assembly elections in Patna PTI 

LoP in the Lok Sabha and Congress leader Rahul Gandhi addressing a
public rally for the Bihar Assembly polls in Purnia PTI


