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ALCARAZ, DJOKOVIC IN
SAME ATP FINALS GROUP

Top-seeded Carlos Alcaraz was drawn in a group with
Novak Djokovic at the ATP Finals, while defending
champion Jannik Sinner was grouped with Alexander
Zverev on Thursday.
The Jimmy Connors group features Alcaraz, Djokovic,
Taylor Fritz and Alex de Minaur.
The Bjorn Borg group has Sinner, Zverev, Ben Shelton
and Felix Auger-Aliassime or Lorenzo Musetti, who are
battling for the final spot.
Auger-Aliassime occupies the eighth and final

qualifying spot but Musetti can leapfrog the Canadian
if he wins a tournament in Athens this week.
The status of Djokovic, who is also playing in Athens,

is questionable. Djokovic, who is a record seven-time
champion at the finals, sat out the event last year and
has said he will decide whether to play or not after the
Athens tournament.
The finals start on Sunday with round-robin play.

The top two finishers in each group advance to 
the semifinals.
The final is scheduled for November 16.

VANI SHOOTS SECOND 68,
LEADS 14TH WPGT LEG

Vani Kapoor picked just two birdies but parred the rest
of the second round for a steady 2-under 68 that put her
in sole lead in the 14th leg of the Hero Women’s Pro
Golf Tour at the Rambagh Golf Club on Thursday.
A four-time winner in 2025, Vani is now 4-under 136 for
two rounds and one shot ahead of Jasmine Shekar (69-
68) at the Par-70 course.
Vidhatri Urs (70-68) moved into third place at 2-under
138, while Ridhima Dilawari (71-68), Sneha Singh (70-
69) and Shagun Narain (68-71) were tied for the fourth
place at 1-under 139.
Vani, one of the three co-leaders after the first round,
parred the entire front nine and then four more before
she found her first birdie on the Par-3 13th. She
followed that up with another on the Par-5 14th.
She closed her round with four more pars for a second
straight 68 as she moved closer to a fifth title 
this season.
Jasmine Shekar was also very steady, though she
dropped a shot on the Par-5 eighth, while picking
birdies on the third, 16th and the 17th.
Vidhatri Urs had four birdies against two bogeys for her
68, which was the day’s best score registered by as many
as five players. Ridhima Dilawari parred her first eight
holes and birdied the ninth.

BRIEFLY
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
n New Delhi

President Droupadi Murmu
lauded the World Cup-
winning Indian women’s
cricket team for its exemplary
performance during a
meeting with the players at
the Rashtrapati Bhavan on
Thursday and was presented
a jersey signed by the entire
squad.

India clinched their first
ever global title in women’s
cricket, defeating South Africa
by 52 runs in the ODI World
Cup final in Navi Mumbai on
Sunday.

President Murmu congrat-
ulated the team on its historic
achievement, saying the
players had not only scripted
history but also become role
models for the younger gen-
eration.

“Members of the Indian
Women Cricket team, winner
of the ICC Women’s Cricket
World Cup 2025 called on
President Droupadi Murmu at
Rashtrapati Bhavan. The
President congratulated the
team and said that they have
created history and have
become role models for
younger generation.

“She said that this team
reflects India. They repre-

sent different regions, differ-
ent social backgrounds, dif-
ferent circumstances but they
are one Team — India,” the
official  handle of the
President posted on X with
pictures of the meeting.

During the interaction,

Indian skipper Harmanpreet
Kaur also presented the
World Cup trophy to the
President besides the signed
jersey. In a statement issued
by the Press Information
Bureau, the President said
that this team reflects India.

“They represent different
regions, different social back-
grounds, different circum-
stances. But they are one
Team India.  This 
team shows India at its best,”
read the PIB release 
quoting Murmu. The

President said that the team
strengthened the belief of
all Indians in their capability
by defeating seven-time
world champion and then-
undefeated Australian team
in the semifinal. 

“The younger generation,

especially girls, will be
inspired to move ahead in
life. She expressed confi-
dence that with the same
qualities with which they
have written history, they
will keep Indian cricket at the
top in future as well.”

President lauds world champion women’s team

President Droupadi Murmu with the ODI World Cup winning women’s cricket team during a meeting at Rashtrapati Bhavan in New Delhi PTI

Those who taunted me now applaud: Kranti
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
n New Delhi

The boys were one player
short. With no option left,
they decided to include her
in the team. That was the
first step into cricket for
Indian pacer Kranti Goud
who until then had only
watched the game from the
fringes. Occasionally, she
had thrown the ball back
into the field whenever it
rolled near her modest
home’s doorstep in Ghuwara
village of Madhya Pradesh. 

“I didn’t even know there
was a women’s cricket team
— that’s where my journey
began,” Goud said just
before meeting President
Droupadi Murmu here on
Thursday along with the rest
of her team following its
historic World Cup victory.

The 22-year-old, who con-
tributed nine wickets at an
average of 18.55 to India’s
maiden title-clinching run,
including a player of the
match-winning three-wicket
haul against Pakistan, spoke
to PTI Videos about her
nascent but remarkable
career so far. The felicitation
at the Rashtrapati Bhawan
followed an evening
meeting with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on

Wednesday, marking an
unprecedented high for the
youngster, who made her
debut for India only in May
this year. Her story began far
from the stadium lights and
cameras. She recalled watch-
ing mostly from afar, a bunch
of boys playing the game
near her house. 

This distant familiarity cul-
minated into an opportuni-
ty as she ended up in the
playing XI on a day when the
boys were a player short.

“There was a ground in
front of my house, so boys
used to play there and when
the ball would come near my
house, I used to throw it to
them. When I started playing

with them, they used to play
me only as a fielder but
slowly, I also learned playing.

“I didn’t even know that
there was something called
a spin bowler so I just started
bowling pace looking at
them,” she laughed.

It set off a chain of events
during the course of which
her formative coach Rajiv
Bilthre, who was also the sec-
retary of the Chhatarpur
District Cricket Association,
spotted her and found her
speed to be impressive

“He asked me whether I
aspired to play internation-
al cricket as well. I was not
aware that there is an inter-
national team of girls and

then he took me to his
academy. “Within six
months I played the senior
division and within a year I
debuted for state’s domestic
under-19 team in Vadodara,”
she said. The youngster is
obviously elated and proud
at how things have panned
out for her so far. She has
appeared in 15 ODIs and a
T20I since her debut.

“I am feeling really proud
as this was my first World
Cup and we are world cham-
pions now. It is a matter of
pride for me, my family and
the entire nation,” she said.

Coming from a conserva-
tive rural background, Goud
faced social resistance in
her early days but she is glad
that the same people in her
village have shown the grace
to applaud her success.

“I am from a small village,
so they didn’t allow girls to
play and used to say that
why are you allowing her to
play with the boys? But I
thought that one day, I will
make them all clap for my
performance.

“And now those who used
to taunt me and my family
are applauding us. Now the
women’s team is also
improving and after the
World Cup win it will go very
far,” she said.

Mandhana nominated for
ICC Player of the Month

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
n Dubai

Charismatic top-order batter
Smriti Mandhana has been
nominated for the ICC
Women’s Player of the Month
for October after her string of
brilliant performances helped
India to lift their maiden
Women’s ODI World Cup
Trophy. 

The India vice-captain will
be vying for the honour along
with South African skipper
Laura Wolvaardt and
dynamic Australia batter
Ashleigh Gardner.

Mandhana led the Indian
charge at the top, and her
partnerships with opening
batter Pratika Rawal created
quite a buzz in the showpiece
event.

Mandhana, 29, had a rela-
tively quiet start, but soon
came into her own with a

blistering 80 against seven-
time champions Australia,
and followed it up with a
combative 88 against
England.

Though India lost both the
matches, it was clear that the
India mainstay was in the
zone. In the must-win
encounter against New
Zealand, Mandhana stood up
to the challenge smashing a
brilliant 109, and stitching a
match-winning partnership
of 212 with Rawal.

In the final against South
Africa, she gave a solid start
by scoring 45 and shared a
century partnership with
Shafali Verma at the top.

South African skipper
Wolvaardt guided her side
from the humiliation of a 10-
wicket loss to England in the
World Cup opener to the
title showdown with India in
Navi Mumbai.

Ahmedabad set to host 2026 T20 WC final
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
n New Delhi

The BCCI has shortlisted
Ahmedabad, Delhi, Kolkata,
Chennai and Mumbai as the
venues for next year’s T20
World Cup with the final to
be played in Ahmedabad.

The 2023 ODI World Cup
final, between India and
Australia, was also conduct-
ed in Ahmedabad, home to
the world’s largest cricket
stadium with a capacity of
over one lakh.

That edition of the
marquee competition was
held across 10 venues in
total. It is learnt that the ICC
will announce the full sched-
ule of the February-March
tournament next week. It is
expected to begin on

February 7 with the final
likely to be held on March 8.

The event will be co-
hosted by Sri Lanka which
will act as a neutral venue
for Pakistan as per an agreed
arrangement with India.

Three venues in Sri Lanka
will host the games, includ-
ing Kandy and Colombo.

The third venue is not locked
in yet. India will go into the
home World Cup as defend-
ing champions, having won
the previous edition in
Barbados in June last year.

The five chosen venues in
India are Tier 1 cities and are
expected to draw in packed
crowds.

WC win a watershed for Indian sports: Coach
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
n New Delhi

Harmanpreet Kaur and her team’s maiden
World Cup title is not just a turning point
for cricket in the country but a watershed
moment for Indian sports, feels women’s
head coach Amol Muzumdar.

The Indian women’s cricket team
clinched its first-ever World Cup title with
a 52-run victory over South Africa, 
scripting a golden chapter in the country’s
sporting history in  Navi  Mumbai  
last week.

The win has widely been described as a
watershed moment for women’s cricket in
India, drawing parallels with the men’s
team’s iconic 1983 World Cup triumph.

“Talking about the 1983 moment, I feel this
Women’s World Cup must be a watershed
moment not just for Indian cricket as a
whole both men’s and women’s but a
watershed moment for Indian sports,”
Muzumdar told PTI Videos.

DIKSHA DAGAR
BEST INDIAN
AFTER FIRST
ROUND IN
ARAMCO CHINA
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
n Shenzhen (China)

Golfer Diksha Dagar, coming
back from the break she took
after the women’s Indian
Open, carded 1-under 72 to be
placed T-42 after the first
round of the Aramco China
Championship on Thursday.

Pranavi Urs was the next
best Indian after Dagar,
carding an even-par 73 to be
placed T-57.  Two other
Indians in the field, Tvesa
Malik and Avani Prashanth
carded 1-over 74 to be in
tied-75th place. Moa Folke of
Sweden is leading the field by
one stroke. She carded 6-
under 67 to secure a one-shot
lead over the trio of Alice
Hewson of England, Aunchisa
Utama of Thailand and Laura
Fuenfstueck of Germany.
Folke played a bogey-free
round with four birdies and
one eagle.

On the front-nine, Dagar
had four birdies and three
bogeys. The bogeys came on
the second, 10th and 12th
holes while the birdies were
made on the sixth, seventh,
11th and 13th holes.

Pranavi began her day with
three consecutive birdies, on
the first, second and third
holes, before dropping a shot
on the sixth. 


